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LUXURY  LAYOVER

T  he best private game reserve in South Africa, Sabi 
Sand is much-coveted for its abundant sightings 
and exclusive luxury accommodation. Within 
this elite setting sits Dulini, a sophisticated 
riverine collection that delivers a deeper, more 

personal safari. 
Inspired by the romance and high thrill of being on an 

adventure, The Dulini Collection strikes a perfect balance 
between the two elements. The three luxury lodges - 
Leadwood, Dulini and River afford stunning views of the 
Sand River. Dulini Lodge is all about experiencing the classic 
safari, while Leadwood, set amidst the confluence of the 
Sand and Mabrak rivers, provides a perfect setting for a large 
group or honeymooners. This accommodation blends in a 
touch of contemporary African chic and offers the highest 
level of luxury. The River Lodge is marked by elegant decor 
and reflects the hues of the Sand River. Each lodge has a 
bespoke gift shop, where a percentage of the proceeds 
benefits the esiDulini Community Trust. 

Characterised by opulence and romance, each of the 
suites offer a private space, away from the humdrum of 
routine life. With a soothing, open-plan design flowing from 

Discover more than the big �ve at South Africa’s exclusive Sabi Sand Game Reserve

LUXURY IN THE WILDERNESS

ABOVE Dulini Leadwood  
Main Lounge Area 

BELOW Dulini River suite 
detail

BELOW Dulini Leadwood 
Suite

RIGHT (first) Dulini boma. 
(second) Dulini Leadwood 
Tree House dining

the four-poster king-sized bed of soft linen and mosquito 
nets to a large oval bath and double vanities, walk-in closet 
and outdoor shower, you finally walk your way to the deck, 
through the wide doors. Sit back or relax with a glass of 
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wine or enjoy a leisurely lap in the heated plunge pool. 
While each of the lodges are carved in different layouts 

and locations, the level of hospitality is unmatched and runs 
through the collection. As guests make their way into the 
lodges, they are personally greeted by name and welcomed 
into the family by the ever-smiling and warm staff, many of 
whom are employed and uplifted from communities living 
adjacent to the reserve.

Not just our guests, but the impala, bushbuck and the 
nyala are also in august company! These animals move about 
freely in a safe environment and add to the charm of being 
a part of the Dulini experience. While you’re here, expect 
lavish treatment and make yourself comfortable - there’s 
everything you’d like for a comfortable stay! 

The Dulini Collection prides itself on a one-of-a-kind 
experience, especially when it comes to their six-seater 
game viewing.  The Landrovers are ready to take you on an 
adrenalin-pumping journey - so sit back and be prepared 
with a set of binoculars and a cap, along with water and 
blankets to keep yourself warm, as the crisp morning air 
blows over your face. 

Keeping your interests in mind, expert guides will quietly 
cruise along a gravel road at the crack of dawn, as the 
fragrance of the savannah woodland sweetness fills the 
air. Whether you want to sight the big five, enjoy birding 
or learn about the nuances of living in the wild - there’s 
everything here! Most travelers, of course, are eager to 
find the leopard first. 

There’s no need to worry, since Sabi Sand has plenty of 
stunning cats to spot - so you won’t be disappointed! It » 
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CLOCKWISE ABOVE Dulini 
River bathroom outdoor 
shower. (right first) Dulini 
viewing bridge. (right 
second) Jungle Safari

BOTTOM (left) Dulini River 
suite. (right) Dulini suite

« is often said that it’s easier to cross paths with a leopard 
here than even a zebra.  Enjoy leopard sights in myriad 
ways during your stay here - watch cubs play around their 
mother, as she rests her head beneath a sickle bush or 
follow Ravenscourt, a powerful golden male, on the hunt. 

Besides leopards, there are many other animals to spot 
and watch!  Lumbering herds of powerful elephant lift their 
trunks, delicately sniffing the air, hyenas rest along the 
roads or wild dogs gleefully roll along the bushes. One of 
the major benefits of this private reserve is the ability to 
venture off-road. A maximum vehicle-per-viewing policy of 
no more than three cars allows for relaxed encounters with 
animals. Sometimes, you might have the luxury of being the 
only vehicle on the scene. 

As you head back to your lodge, you can freshen up 
with warm towels and soothing beverages that calm you 
down after an experience filled with adventure. You can 
then enjoy lunch in an al fresco setting under the shade 
of a giant sausage tree. Three-course menus (think crispy- 
fried quail marinated in buttermilk and paired with roasted 
pepper, buttermilk and chipotle sauce, slow-roasted lamb 
bunny chow with fresh achar, yellow salad with pickled 
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gooseberries and roasted pineapple, pearl cous-sous salad 
with heirloom tomatoes, roasted aubergine and fresh micro 
herbs, and more), are all freshly prepared by executive chef 
Altus du Toit and served by enigmatic Ronnie-Ronnie. As 
you relish this indulgent meal, you will be greeted by the 
occasional sight of the giraffe peeking through the trees or 
a baboon crossing over to the other side. 

After a satisfying meal, you can relax in your suite or 
indulge in a therapeutic massage, within the comforts of 
your room. You could also go for a dip in the pool or just lie in 
bed and watch, as animals pick their way along the riverbed. 

Post-siesta time is all about the afternoon game drive,  
where the search for wildlife is concluded with well-deserved 
sundowners. It’s as if the stress melts away, when your safari 
vehicle is under the crimson sky that slowly transforms into 
a starry night. This experience is also felt later on in the 
boma, where dinner is served around the warmth of the 
fire amidst animated talk and easy laughter shared over 
interesting stories of the day. 

The Dulini Collection is much more than game sightings, 
it’s a way to reset your soul and connect with nature! 




